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I am happy to inform you all that the prestigious "UGC-Infonet"
has been dedicated to the nation by Hon'ble Union Minister
for Human Resource Development, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi
on 28th of December 2002 in the presence of Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri
Atal Behari Vajpayee on the occasion of Golden Jubilee celebrations of the University

- Grants Commission (UGC), This network will bring the Universities on to the main stream
of providing access to latest literature including the scholarly publications subscribed by
INFLIBNETfor University system. This will bring radical changes in the Higher Education
set up in India. We have already started conducting the training courses in collaboration
with ERNET on 'Basics of networking, UGC-Infonet and its management'. Several such
programmes are planned in the coming days.

.0

Librarians and Teachers will be trained separately at Ahmedabad in coming days on e-
access. This training will emphasize on the use of e-resources on the campus to assist
the research and academic community within the campus. Centre has made a beginning
to conduct the training courses in Hindi which will help the Hindi speaking states to
get the benefit of learning the Information Technology applications at ease. Second such
programme has bee"n announced in this issue and the librarians can get the benefit by
attending the programme. The INFLIBNET Regional Training Programmes (IRTPLA) have
been found very useful and we are getting requests from different corners of the country
to conduct such courses for the benefit of the library and information science professionals.
Many such program~es will be conducted in 2003 also.

We are moving towards organizing the first International Convention "tALIBER-2003".
The participation from international delegates is very encouraging and this event will
bring more and more· countries participating in the convention held in India in future.
Hope this convention will help the academicians to discuss the various issues for providing
easy access to information.

The new version of the SOUL software is ready for release and three training courses
are being organized soon after CALIBER-2003. The success of SOUL ~oftware facilitates
the Iibraries to prepare uniform records and in turn help .INFLIBNET to develop the union
database resulting in an easy access to collections of the "libraries.

I profoundly express 'our gratitude to Dr Arun Nagavekar, Chairman of UGC for reposing
faith on the Centre to take up new challenges. I waS fortunate to address the august
gathering of distinguished Vice Chancellor's meet held at Mumbai during Novemebr 2002,
under the guidance of Dr Nigavekar. I take this 9pportunity to extend a 'ALarmwelcome
to Dr. S Ramani the new Chairman of the Governing Board, who played a major role
in planning and creation of India's Education and Researc,h Network.

We strongly advise you all to go through our website to ~nOw" d.~y-to-day activities.

Dr T' A V Murthy

mailto:root@INFLIBNET.ac.in
http://www.INFUBNET.ac.in


Prof Arun Nigaveka0 Chairman UGC with Director and Staff
of INfL/BNfT during technical presentations, during his visit
to INfL/BNfT.

Participants of //Workshop on Network Management for
Libraries// held at INfL/BNfT with Dr TA V Murthy (Direct00
/NfL/BNfTl Prof S V Raghavan (//0 Chennai), Dr Savitha
Gandhi (Gujarat University), Shri S K Sharma (Course
Coordinatorl Faculty Members and Administrative Staff of
INfL/BNfT.

Participants of IRTPLA held at jamia Millia Islamia with Prof
Z H Khan (Registrar), Dr Gayas Makhdumi (Librarian &
Coordinator), Shri K Prakash (INfL/BNfT) and other faculty
members.

INFU8NET WELCOMESITS
NEW CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNING

BOARD

/NfL/BNfT welcomes Prof S RamanJ~the newly appointed
Chairman for Governing boaret INfL/BNfT. (Seereport insIde)
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Shri SSKushwah delivering welcome speech at the.inaugural .
function of //Workshop on Library Automation in Hindi//
held at INfL/BNfT. (From L to R) Dr TA V MurthYt Shri R S
Sharma (Librarian, SACIISRO) and Shri S M Salgar are also
seen on the dias.

Dr B Ekbal (V~ Kerala Univeristy) inaugurating IRTPLA held
at MG University. (From L to R)Shri j K Vijayakuma0 Dr K N
R Nai0 Shri S M Salgar, Dr P P Raveendran, Shri K
Raveendran, Dr Cyriac Thomas (V~ MGV) and Smt K R
jayammal (Coordinator) are also seen.



Prof. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman of University
Grants Commission visited INFLIBNET Centre on

19th October, 2002. Director, INFLIBNET
welcomed the Chairman and highlighted the
activities of the Centre. The scientists of the
centre presented INFLIBNET activities to the

chairman. During his speech to the staff
members, Prof. Nigavekar said that the role of
Information is changing in teaching and
research, and hence there is a need for
reorganization of certain activities and some of
the activities need to be merged.

INFLIBNET is the backbone infrastructure for
Information transfer with the development of
new initiative viz. UGC-Infonet and E-
Subscription to scholarly publications. He also
emphasized the importance of content
development for e-Iearning with other expert
groups.

NEW CHAIRMAN FOR INFLIBNET
GOVERNING BOARD

professional interest in computer and network
security, and has done considerable work in
this area. Dr Ramani played a major role in
planning and creating India's Education and

Research Network, now covering a few
hundred institutions. He played a pioneering
role in Internet technology, directing the team

that set up the first Internet connection in India
in the eighties, and then built up a large leased
line network under ERNET. He has managed
the Domain Registration Service in India for
over ten years. He has also played a major role
in the exploitation of VSAT Technology in
India. He played the key technical role in
planning and specifying the VSAT network now
serving the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE),
encompassing over a thousand VSATs. He was,
again, the consultant to BSE in 1999, for
planning their WAN based on leased lines, and
their big LAN. Earlier, he was consulted for the
Baroda Stock Exchange, helping them plan,
acquire and commission their trading system.

Dr Ramani has played a major role in
education in software technology in India,
creating a course leading to the Post-Graduate
Diploma in Software Technology and Post-
Graduate Diploma in Internet Technology at
the NCST, in the eighties. His other roles
include: Executive Vice President, International
Council for Computer Communication (lCCC)

since Jan 97; Member of the Scientific Advisory
Committee to the Cabinet in India, during

1997-1999; National Technical Advisor to the
Sustainable Network project; President,
Computer Society of India, during 96-98;
President, South East Asia Regional Computer
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The well-known R&D specialist in IT, Dr S
Ramani is appointed as the new Chairman for
INFLIBNET Governing Board. Dr S Ramani has
the Master of Technology and Ph.D. degrees
from Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay.
He worked as a Post-doctoral Research

Associate at Carnegie-Mellon University,
Pittsburgh, USA, during 1971-73. He served as
the first Director of the National Centre for
Software Technology, Mumbai during the
period 1984-2000, after playing a key role in
founding the institution. He has a keen



Confederation during 97-98; IFIP Trustee
during 98-2000; Editor-in-Chief, Journal of
Information Technology for Development, 10S
Press, the Netherlands, during 1995-2000. He

has headed the Programme Strategic Planning
Group of ICCe.

Dr Ramani served as Chairman of the Board
of Directors, Commonwealth Network of
Information Technology for Development,
based in Malta, during 1995-2000. He has
served on the Board of Directors of ECIL and
CMC Ltd., and is currently on the Board of UTI
Investor Services Ltd. He has also served as a
member of the Steering Committee of the
Centre for the Development of Advanced
Computing (CDAC), and Executive Committee

of the Centre for Railway Information Systems.
He has served as a member of the Rangarajan
Committee on Bank Computerization and as
Chairperson of its Working Group on
Technology. He has served as a Consultant to
international organizations such as the UN ,
UNDP and the World Bank. He served as a
leading member of the Panel of Experts on
Information Technology for Development,
appointed by the United Nations. He has
designed nationwide WANs for a number of
leading banks and stock exchanges in India.
He played the leading role as a consultant,
during 1997-1999, in planning and creating the
technical infrastructure for a major ISP in India,
MTN L. Apart from networki ng, he has
extensive experience as a consu Itant for
computerization of banks, educational
institutions and companies.

FIRST TRAINING PROGRAMME ON
UGC-INFONET

University Grant Commission has launched an
ambitious programme to bring about a
qualitative change in the academic
infrastructure, especially for higher education.
Under this initiative, UGC is modernizing the

University Campuses with State~of-the-art
campus wide networks and setting up its own
nationwide communication network named
"UGC-Infonet". Trained manpower is one of
the most critical resources for successfu I
implementation of high-tech programmes like
"UGC-Infonet". Under this programme,
INFLIBNETand ERNET India organized the first
training programme on "Basics of Networking,
UGC-lnfoNet and its management" during 16
- 21 December, 2002 at ERNET India New,
Delhi. Shri Meharban Singh, Senior manager,
ERNET India welcomed the participants and
delegates. Dr. T A V Murthy Di rector, ,
INFLIBNET inaugurated the workshop. Dr.

Gulshan Rai, Executive Director, ERNET India
spoke on the occassion .about the training
programme and the facility available at ERNET
Lab. Dr. Surender Pal, Director of ERNET India
briefed about course contents.

The training session were handled by Dr. T A
V Murthy, Director INFLIBNET, Mr. Sandeep
Sachdeva, GM-Technical, ERNET Mr. Prashant
Shukla, Mr. Vikas Sharma and Mr. Minocha

with other ERNET and INFLIBNET
representatives.

During concluding function, Dr. Surender Pal,

Director ERNET, Shri S K Sharma, INFLIBNET
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and Shri Meharban Singh, Senior Manager,
ERNET discussed the feedbacks. Training
programmes for selected candidates from other

universities will be held at ERNET in the first
quarter of 2003.

More information about UGC-Infonet IS

available at INFLIBNETwebsite.

E-SUBSCRIPTION MEETING AT
MUMBAI

As a part of the E- Subscription initiative of the
UGC/INFLIBNET and as per the priority set up
by Prof. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman, UGC, a
meeting was called by Dr. T. A. V. Murthy,
Director INFLIBNET to discuss various issues,
involved in subscribing to electronic journals
and databases in the areas of Humanities and
Social Sciences for University sector. The

meeting was held at Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) Library, Mumbai on 17th

December, 2002. Dr. T A V Murthy, Prof. Ajit

Kembhavi (Dean, Visitor Academic
Programmes, IUCAA, Pune), Prof. Vidyut Joshi
(Director, Centre for Social Studies, Surat), Prof.
(Mrs) Mansoora Haider (AI igarh Musl im
University), Prof. (Ms) Usha Nayar (Dy.

Director, TISS, Mumbail, Dr. Muttayya
Koganurmath (Librarian, TISS, Mumbai), Dr. T
S Kumbar (Scientist-D, INFLIBNET)and a few
others from INFLIBNETand TI5S Library were
present in the meeting.

Prof. Kembhavi provided a background about
the work done with regard to E-subscription
activity in the areas of Physical and Biological
Sciences and Mathematics and he also

described the models being proposed and
issues involved in selecting science literature.
A detailed discussion took place with regard

to understanding the nature of Iiterature in the
areas of humanities and social sciences. Prof.

Joshi, Prof. Nayar and Prof. Haider mentioned
that the volume of information published in
their respective areas is vast and often scattered

in different sources and formats. Much of the
published literature has yet to become a part
of electronic database. They also brought out
the fact that there is lot of literature which is
not published and is only available in the form
of reports, working papers etc. but is useful to
the academic community. Experts present at
the meeting expressed the opinion that the
literature should be selected with due attention
to quality and relevance to Indian scholars.
While subscribing to E-journals it would be
necessary to make sure that the publications
will have sufficient longevity and are
established in the field. A major concern
expressed was that, much of the literature
published from India is not presently in
electronic form. All the members were happy
and enthusiastic about the initiative taken by
UGCI INFLIBNETand they felt that it is timely
and useful to the entire community working in
the academic sector. At the same time they
suggested that existing system of print
subscription form should not be disturbed until
electronic access becomes well established.
During the meeting it was suggested that,
different subcommittees be formed to address

the issues pertaining to the selection of core
resources in Humanities and Social Sciences
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disciplines. Wherever necessary, additional

experts representing specific subject areas

should be associated with the committee.

Librarians from different universities and

institutions may be consulted to arrive at core

list of resources required. Prof. Haider and

other members suggested that the network and

other infrastructure facilities required for

accessing the e-resources not only from the

central libraries but also from the departments

be provided, together with adequate training.

Prof. Joshi suggested that electron~c discussion

forums and other mechanisms be setup to

promote the communication and exchange of

ideas among the social scientists. He also

suggested that possibilities of involving other

bodies like ICSSR / ICHR may be explored to

develop information infrastructure. Prof.

Kembhavi and Dr. Murthy emphasized that

UGC would like to ensure that all the

disciplines are covered under this initiative and

requested all the members to provide lists of

various sub disciplines and sub areas and the

experts to be consulted. Both indicated the

need to move swiftly and to have core

resources in place by the end of March 31/

2003. It was also suggested that the next

meeting of the committee be convened some

time in the middle of January 2003/ by which

time a comprehensive list of journals and

databases would be prepared and circulated

among committee members and other experts.

WORKSHOP ON NETWORK
MANAGEMENT FOR LIBRARIES

Network Management for Libraries" for

developing human resource for network

management in academ ic libraries and

institutions during 7 - 11 December, 2002.

Prof. S V Raghavan, liT Madras, chaired and

inaugurated the workshop. Dr. T A V Murthy,

Director INLFIBNET threw the light on the

need of this workshop in the. changing

scenario. Shri S M Salgar, Scientist-G briefed

about the course contents.

The workshop was designed to cover various

aspects of network management and security

with reference to planning of LAN, secure web

hosting and preventive defense (Firewall). This

workshop was aimed at imparting specialized

training to system administrators, information

scientists and others who were entrusted with

similar responsibility. The response of the

workshop was very encouragIng and

enthusiastic. 22 participants were trained in

this workshop.

During concluding function, Dr. Savita Gandhi,

Prof & Head of Department of Rolwala

Computer Center, Gujarat University,

distributed the certificates to the

participants. Shri S K Sharma acted as the

coordinator for the programme.

-rt21I&1~fq:qI&1~ lR ~ 1f
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IRTPlA REPORTS

The third IRTPLA for Delhi and nearby places
was held at Jamia Millia Islamia University,
New Delhi during' 7 - 11 October, 2002. It

was inaugurated by Prof. Syed Shahid Mehadi
Vice Chancellor. Keynote address was given by
Dr. Gayas Makhudumi, University Librarian

and Prof. Zahir Hussain Khan, Registrar was
also present on this occasion. Ms. Usha M
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Munshi, Ms. Sangita Kaul arid Shri Maroof
Quadri acted as resource persons along with
Shri K Prakash from INFLIBNET. Prof. Zahir
Hussain Khan, Registrar was the chief guest at
the concluding function and handed over the

certificates to the participants. Dr. Abidi,
Deputy Librarian and Shri K Prakash
(INFLIBNET)also spoke on the occasion. There
were 19 participants from different institutes of
the Delhi and nearby places. Shri Saquib
Ansari was the Course Coordinator for the
programme.

The third IRTPLA for the state of Kerala was
held at Mahathma Gandhi University, Kottayam
during October 28 - November 2, 2002. Dr
B Ekbal, Vice-Chancellor of Kerala University
inaugurated the programme. During his
inaugural speech, Dr Ekbal told that library
services should be linked with changes taking
place in academic and research systems, so that
libraries will no more be isolated. Dr Cyriac
Thomas, Vice-Chancellor of M G University,
Kottayam presided over the function and Shri
S M Salgar, Scientist-G, INFLIBNETdelivered the
keynote address and gave an overview about
UGC Infonet. Shri J K Vijayakumar, INFLIBNET
presented the overview of IRTPLA and other
HRD initiatives of INFLIBNET. Dr G
Saratchandra Raj, Dr K N Ramachandran Nair,

Dr P P Raveendran (all are Syndicate Members
of MG University) and Shri K Raveendran, Ex-
Librarian also spoke on the occasion. Smt K
R Jayammal, Dy Librarian IIC and IRTPLA
Coordinator welcomed the gathering and Shri

K K Sudhakaran proposed vote of thanks. Smt
K Lalitha Lenin (Univ. of Kerala), Shri K
Ravindran and Shri Sherimon (MG Univ.) and

Shri S M Salgar and Shri J K Vijayakumar
(INFLIBNET)acted as the resource persons along
with MG University Library Staff. Total 25
participants attended the programme. During
concluding session Dr N Ravindranath, Pro

Vice-Chancellor, M G University distributed
certificates to the participants.

IRTPLA for the state of Rajasthan was held at
Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur during 11
- 15 Novemebr, 2002. Prof L S Rathore,
Vice Chancellor of the University inaugurated
the programme and Prof B S Paliwal, Dean,
Faculty of Science presided over the function.
Dr R K Dave, Deputy Librarian and
coordinator, Shri H G Hosamani and Shri
Suresh Panwar of INFLIBNET and Shri A K
Ramdeo also spoke on the occasion. Dr K R
Choudhary and Dr R K Dave Uai Narain Vyas
University), Dr Priyadarshi Patni (LM
College) and Shri H G Hosamani and Shri
Suresh Panwar (INFLIBNET) acted as the
resource persons for the programme. During
concluding session Prof S R Dhariwal,
Chai rman, Li brary Board, d istri buted
certificates to the participants. Prof B S
Paliwal, Dr M K Vyas and Dr G R Jakhad etc

were also present on the occasion. Total 22
participants attended the programme.
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purchasers will be held at INFLIBNETas per the
following Schedule.

librarians from 54 Institutions (New users of
SOUL) will be attending these training
programmes. For more details contact The
Di rector, INFLIBNETCentre.

Or T A V Murthy, Shri S K Sharma and Shri
o P Negi visited Bhavnagar University for
discussing implementation of Campus lAN and
Automation of library with Vice Chancellor
and other higher officials, on 2 December,
2002.

Shri Shivpal Singh Kushwah visited Devi
Ahilya Viswavidyalya, Indore on 15 - 16
November, 2002 and Bundelkhand University,
Jhansi on 18 November, 2002 for data
collection and attending to data conversion
problems.

Shri J K Vijayakumar visited University of
Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram on Decemebr 9,
2002 for data collection and N S STraining
College, Changanasserry, Kerala on October
29, 2002 for installing SOUL.

REGULAR COLUMNS

ARTICLE ALERT

offline research: implications for evaluating
digital media. ASLIB Proceedings, Vol. 54

(4), 2002. Pp 229-239.

2. Eric Obershaw. Metadata for resource

Description on Corporate Intranets. journal

of Internet Cataloguing, Vol. 5 (2), 2002,

Pp 27-42.

3. Grete Pasch and Quinn Stewart. Using the

Internet to teach the Internet: an
opportunistic approach. The Electronic

Library, Vol. 20 (5), 2002, Pp 401-412.

4. Richard Biddiscombe. learning support
professionals: the changing role of subject
specialists in U K academic libraries.
Program, Vol. 36 (4), 2002. Pp 228-235.

5. Rob Chandler and Karen Anderson. An
XMl DTD for Subject related resources.

Australian Academic & Research Libraries,

Vol. 33 (3), Septemebr 2002, Pp 189-206.

6. Ruey-Shun Chen and C C Chen. Design of
a full text image Chinese CD-ROM
database retrieval system in a campus
digital library. The Electronic Library, Vol.

20 (6), 2002, Pp 460-465

SIS-2003 - the 21st annual convention and
conference of Society for Information Science,
India will be held during 9-11 April 2003 at
Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee-
247667 (Uttaranchal). Theme for the
convention is "New Challenges in Information
Management and E-Iearning in the age of
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Globalisation: Issues and Opportunities".

Papers are invited on the following topics: a)

Digital libraries; b) E-resources management; c)

E-Iearning including HRD issues; d) IPR issues;

e) Specialized information system in the field

on Environmental Sciences, Biotechnology etc.;

f) Internet and Intranets; g) Connectivity issues.

The extended abstracts not exceeding two

pages must reach the Organising Secretary on

or before, 15th February 2003. The full text of

the accepted papers must reach the Organising

Secretary by 5th March 2003. Authors may also

send their papers created in MSWord in a

floppy along with the printed version in A4 size

paper. Paper submitted as e-mail attachment

will be preferred. Two pre-conference tutorials

on INTERNET INFORMATION AND

RESOURCES and BUILDING DIGITAL

LIBRARIES will be held on 7th & 8th April 2003.

Contact add ress; Mr. Yogend ra Singh,

Organising Secretary and Librarian, Central

Library, liT, Roorkee-247667 (Uttaranchal).

Tel:+91-1332-285239, 277587: Fax: +91-

1332-273560, 277587. Email:

sis2003@iitr.ernet.in, sis2003@yahoo.co.in.

visit http://sis-india.netfirms.com/sis2003.htm

for more details.

Two Day National Seminar on Challenges in

delivering Quality Service in Management and

Technical Libraries on April 25-26, 2003 at

T.A. Pai Management Institute, Manipal,

Karnataka. For more detai Is contact; Dr. K.

Manjunatha, Librarian, T.A. Pai Management

Institute, Man i pal -576 119, Karnataka.

Ph: Office - (0825) 573551 / 571358 - ex 402,

Fax: (0825) 570622 and Email:

manj unath@mai I.tapm i.org

A Programme on E-Publishing: The new digital

frontier is organized by Indian Institute of

Management, Kozhikode on February 21-22,

2003 at International Centre, Goa. For more

details contact Shri M G Sreekumar,

Coordinator and Librarian, Indian Institute of

Management, Kozhikode, Kunnamangalam P.

0., Kozhikode 673 571, Kerala. Phone: + 91-

495-2803001-9, Fax: + 91-495-280301 0-11

and E-mail: mdp@iimk.ren.nic.in.

mgsree@iimk.ren.nic.in or visit the site http:/

/www.iimk.ac.in/programs/elecpub.htm

2nd National Conference L1ST-2003 on

"Change Management In Li brary and

Information Centres" will be held at Bishop

Heber College, Thiruchirappalli on February

21-22, 2003. For more details contact Mrs. S.

ALLY SORNAM, Organising Secretary & Head

Dept. of Library and Information Science

Bishop Heber College, Trichy - 620 017, Tamil

Nadu, India. Phone: (0431) 2770136 E-mail:

list2003@rediffmail.com or visit site http://

www.geocities.com/I ist2003bhcl

Workshop on "Knitting web linkages" to be

held in conjunction with the Seventh Pacific-

Asia Conference on Knowledge Discovery and

Data Mining (PAKDD03) at Seoul, Korea April

30 - May 2, 2003 For more details contact Dr

P. Pichappan, Reader, Department of Library

& Information Science, Annamalai University,

India. E-mail ppich@vsnl.net or visit http://

aitrc.kaist.ac.kr/ - pakdd03

@----------------INFLIBENETNeWsLetter,Vol 8 No.4, October-December, 2002

mailto:sis2003@iitr.ernet.in,
mailto:sis2003@yahoo.co.in.
http://sis-india.netfirms.com/sis2003.htm
mailto:mdp@iimk.ren.nic.in.
mailto:mgsree@iimk.ren.nic.in
http:///www.iimk.ac.in/programs/elecpub.htm
mailto:list2003@rediffmail.com
http://www.geocities.com/I
mailto:ppich@vsnl.net


Annual Meeting of AIU and National
Conference on Quality Assurance in Higher

Education

The 77th Annual Meeting of Association of
Indian Universities and National Conference on

Quality Assurance in Higher Education was
held by S N D T Women's University, Mumbai
during 22 - 25 November, 2002. Dr. Murali
Manohar Joshi, Hon'ble Minister for Human
Resource Development inaugurated the
conference. He said that the curriculum in
Ind ia shou Id keep In pace with the
developments across the world and students
get modern education. Addressing the meet Dr.

Joshi said students should not be deprived of
the latest and most modern knowledge. He
also pointed out that during the 10th Five Year
Plan, higher education had been allocated
almost 15% of the total budget for education.
More than 160 Vice Chancellors from different
universities participated in the conference.

Dr. T A V Murthy, Director INFLIBNET was
invited for presentation on UGC-Infonet and E-
subscriptions to universities during the
conference. Prof. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman,
UGC chaired the session. Shri V S Cholin and
Shri Yatrik Patel, also attended the conference
from INFLIBNET.

Second annual seminar of Asian Society for

Social Services, Information Science and
Technology (ASIST) was held at Visveswaraiah
Technological University, Belgaum, Karnataka

during 29-31 Decemebr, 2002. The theme of
the seminar was "Recourse Sharing and
Networking of Engineering College libraries".
Dr T AV Murthy, Director, INFLIBNET delivered

the Keynote address during the inaugural
function. Shri V S Cholin, Scientist-B, INFLIBNET
also participated in the seminar. There were
about 30 papers presented in the seminar.

AICIE-ISIE SlIP on Managing Digital
Libraries

A Short Term Training Programme on
Managing Digital libraries, sponsored by
AICTE and ISTE was organised at T K M
College of Engineering, Kollam, Kerala during
Decemebr 10-21, 2002. Dr Achyut Shankar S
Nair, Director, Centre for Imaging Technology
(C-DIT), Government of Kerala inaugurated the
programme. Dr M C Philipose (Principal), Shri
J K Vijayakumar (INFLIBNET), Shri A Premlet and
Shri T A Abdul Azeez (Coordinators) are also
attended the inaugural function. Around fifty
library professionals and faculty members of
AICTE approved institutes attended the
programme. Shri J K Vijayakumar of INFLIBNET
handled lectures on INFLIBNET activities and

demonstration of SOUL.

LIBRARY PROFILE • KASHMIR
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

The history of Kashmir University library dates
back to 1949 with the inception of "University

of Jammu and Kashmir". It was established to
cater to the academic and research needs of
the ~cholars, students and teachers of Jammu
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and Kashmir. With the split of the erstwhile
jammu and Kashmir University in 1969, the
collection of the library was shared by the
libraries of two Universities viz., University of
jammu and University of Kashmir. In 1975, the
Central Library of the University of Kashmir
was shifted to its present multistoried concrete

building. In 1984, it was renamed as IQBAL
LIBRARY and as ALLAMA IQBAL LIBRARY in
july 2002. This library (the largest in the state)
is presently the Central Library of the
University is open from 8:30AM to 7:30PM,
six days a week, and has forty-three Seminar
Libraries attached with different Departments,
Centres, and the Institutes of the University.

Current journals 279 print +
6000 e-journals

Special Collections are also available like Iqbal
Collection, Usmania Collection, Trilok Chand
Collection etc

As a beneficiary of INFLIBNET Programme of
UGC, the library has received funding, training
and technical support from INFLIBNET.

Databases of Books and theses are al ready
created in CDS/ISIS and dBase. SOUL Software
developed by INFLIBNET is installed at the
library during 2001 and database is made
available on Web OPAC. As a strong step to

support automation in the region, the library
conducted INFLIBNET Regional Training

Programme for Library Automation (IRTPLA)
during july, 2002 for the librarians in Kashmir
region, with the financial and technical support
of INFLIBNET.It is proposed to conduct more
such kind of training programmes and to
become a model automated library in the
region.

Kashmir University Internet Access Centre
(KUIAC)

In June 2002, His Excellency Dr. G. C. Saxena,

Hon'ble Governer of j&K, inaugurated Kashmir
University Internet Access Centre (KUIAC) in
the presence of Dr Farooq Abdullah, (the Ex
Chief Minister, j&K.) Dr Omar Abdullah, (the
Ex Central Minister for External Affairs.) and
Prof Tareen, Vice Chancellor. The library has
recently started a number of IT based services
for the users. With the establishment of campus
LAN and network based Internet service
ALLAMA IQBAL LIBRARY is becoming part of
Virtual Library System and besides its own and
Departmental library collection, it is providing
its users online access to various resources
available on World Wide Web (WWW). The
users can have easy access to catalogues of the
collection of other reputed national libraries
like Library of Congress, USA, British library,
London; National Diet Library Tokyo and other
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libraries across the globe. Various National
and International news papers are now
available to the users on-line for keeping them
update. The library is also subscribing one of

the leading portal service of India known as
J-Gate service where under the contents pages,

abstract and full text articles (wherever

available), appearing in more than six
thousand reputed scholarly Journals in sciences

and social services are made available to the
users on-line. Visit www.kashmiruniversity.net/

kas 1.html

Call for papers

Editorial Committee invites articles from library and information technology professionals
for publishing in INFLIBNET Newsletter. Topics for the articles should be related to Library
Automation, Library Networking, Resource Sharing, Database Developments, Application of
IT in Libraries, Digital Library Development, Library Automation Software Development or
any other topics related to INFLIBNET objectives. Articles submitted should be original
contributions purely based on practical experience and should not have been published
elsewhere or under consideration for any other publication and written in an informal,
accurate, and informative manner. Footnotes, charts, and tables should be kept to a
minimum. Manuscripts submitted must be in English language and should be not more
than 2,000 words. The quality of the language must meet the standards of the international
scientific community. The title page of the manuscript should contain the following
information: an informative and short title, the name(s) and institutional affiliation(s) of the
author(s) and an abstract of not more than 150 words intelligible in itself. Provide illustrations
in camera-ready form and separate sheets numbered consecutively and with descriptive
legends on the back. Please follow an good general style manual for references, footnotes
and bibliography. Each paper will be reviewed by the committee, if judged suitable for
this publication, will then be sent to one or more reviewers. Based on their
recommendations, the committee then decides whether the paper should be accepted or
revised or rejected. The committee reserves the right to make slight changes in the working
of manuscripts in order to increase readability of the texts. Two copies of articles typed
in MS-WORD and printed in A-4 size paper (one side and double spaced) along with the
electronic form in 1.44 MB floppy can be submitted to :

Shri S M Salgar,
Chairman, INFLIBNET Newsletter Editorial Committee,
INFLIBNET Centre, Gujarat University Campus, PB No. 4116, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-
380 009.
Electronic versions of the paper in MS-WORD format only can be sent to
salgar@INFLIBNET.ac.in
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Feature Article

H G Hosamani

Scientist-B

J K Vijayakumar

Sci. Tech. Officer

INFLIBNET Centre/UGC, PB 4116, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad 380 009, INDIA

E-mail: hosamani, vijay@INfUBNfT.ac.in URL: http://www.lNfUBNfT.ac.in .

IT impact on libraries has created requirement of skilled human resources to handle the

automation and networking activities. INFLIBNET, since its inception, is laying emphasis on

training library professionals, to handle library automation activities. In the initial period,

more emphasis was given for providing training to the university library staff. INFLIBNET

has conducted 20 training courses of one-month duration, 7 workshops of one-week duration

and other specialized training programmes in collaboration with NASSDOC/ICSSR, AIR and

ERNET. All these training programmes have got very good response from professionals and

it is proposed to conduct such training programmes regularly, if possible at regional level

also. Apart from these, INFLIBNET organizes CALIBER, a convention for professionals to

interact and discuss the issues related to library automation and networking. So far 9

CALIBERs have been held and th 10th in this series, International CALIBER-2003 will be

held at Ahmedabad in collaboration with Nirma Education & Research Foundation on

February 13-15, 2003.

The libraries at the college level have now started taking initiative in the implementation

of automation activities. Based on the recommendations made during CALIBER-2001 at Pune

and with the overwhelming requests from all parts of the country, INFLIBNET Centre

introduced a new series of regional level training programmes for library and information

professionals, called as "INFLIBNET Regional Training Programme for Library Automation

(IRTPLA)".

Since the universities covered under INFLIBNET have got the infrastructure to conduct such

training courses and also to cover the entire country at different places, it was decided,------------------~-------------------~G---------------- INFLl8ENET News Letter, Vol 8 No.4, October-December, 2002
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,--------------------------------------,
to utilize these facilities for library professionals in remote places and college librarians. I

IHost institutions were identified at regional level by covering all the states in the country. I
INFLIBNET provided nominal financial assistance to conduct these programmes and for I
convenience and more attention, the number of participants is restricted to 20, with a :
limitation of one participant from one institute. The course is designed with lectures on
INFLIBNET activities and services, Basics of computers, communication, networking
technologies, UGC-Infonet, Library Automation Scenario in India, Use of Internet in Libraries,
Bibliographic Standards with reference to MARC 21 and demonstration and practical on
SOU L- the Library management software developed by INFLIBNET.The first IRTPLA was held
at Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kerala for the state of Kerala
and IRTPLA for other states were held at different places during 2001-2002 as per the
following Table (See Annexure).

All the host institutions took efforts and interest to conduct the courses successfully by
providing infrastructure facilities and local support. With out the co-operation from
coordinators and host institutions, these programmes would have not been so successful.
A total of around 700 professionals were trained in these programmes, spread all over
the country and 75% of them were drawn from college libraries. There is a strong demand

on INFLIBNETto hold such regional training programmes in future at various places in the
country.

Annexure: IRTPLA for 2001-2002

Host University Date Coordinator Participants

1. Andhra Univ., Visakhapatanam 22 - 26 July, 2002 Dr R S R Varalaxmi 17

2. Banaras Hindu University 16 -20 July, 2002 Dr B N Singh 21

3. Bangalore University 29 July-2 Aug, 2002 Dr M Anjanappa 33

4. Calicut University, Kozhikode 5 - 8 November 2002 Dr M Bavakutty 19

5. Delhi University, Delhi 8-11 January 2002 Dr M L Saini 20

6. Dr YSP University, Solan 25-29 June, 2002 Dr M S Pathania 19

7. Gauhati University, Gauhati 19-22 November, 2001 Prof. N Lahkar 22

8. Goa University 21 - 24 January, 2002 Dr P V Konnur 20
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Host University~--------------------------~-----------,
11. HNB Garwal Univ, Srinagar 24 -28 July, 2002

12. Jadavpur University, Kolkatta 15 - 19 July, 2002

13. Jai Narayan Vyas University

14. Jamia Millia Islamia

7 - 11 November, 2002 Dr R K Dave

7 - 11 October, 2002 Shri Saquib Ansari

26-29 November, 2001 Dr I V Malhan

26 - 30 August, 2002 Dr J N Gautam

18. JNU, New Delhi 14 - 17 January, 2002 Dr Krishan Gopal 23

19. Karnataka Univ., Dharwad 2 - 6 March, 2002 Dr C R Karisiddappa 20

20. Kashmir University, Srinagar 2 - 8 July, 2002 Dr Reyaz Rufai 17

21. Kerala University, Trivandrum 29 Oct - 1 Nov, 2001 Prof G Devarajan 22

22. Kurukshetra University 20 - 23 March 2002. Dr Ashu Shokeen 14

23. M G University, Kottayam 28 Oct - 2 Nov, 2002 Smt K R Jayammal 25

24. Manipur University, Manipur 23 - 27 July, 2002 Ch Radhesyam Singh 21

30. University of Calcutta, Kolkatta 5 - 8 November 2001 Dr S Sarkar

31. Utkal University, Bhubaneswar 28 Nov- 1 Dec, 2001 Dr P Padhi 18

21

703
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SOUL Software (Software for University Libraries)
The SOUL, a state-of-the-art library automation software is designed and developed by the INF1I8NET.
It is user-friendly software and works under client-server environment. It is suitable for any library including
university and college libraries. It has six modules viz. Acquisition, Cataloguing, circulation, serials control,
OPAC and Administration.
STRONG FEATURES OF SOUL

Windows based user friendly software
Well-designed screens
Logically arranged functions with extensive
help messages
Based on cI ient server arch itectu re
Allows scalability to the users
Does not need extensive training
Multi-user and multi language facilities
No limit on simultaneous accesses
Supports internationally known standards such as
OPAC is very user friendly and accessible over
Available at affordable cost

CCF and AACR II. MARC-21 etc.

the web using any CUI based browsers.

Document Delivery Service of INFLIBNET
The learned journals are the carriers of latest information. The academic and research community in
the country mainly depends on these journals for their work. Though spending more than 75-80% of
the library budget on journal subscription, the libraries are not in a position to meet the requirements
of their users due to ever increasing cost of foreign journals, the fluctuation in the conversion of Indian
Rupees against the major currencies. This situation calls for the optimum utilisation of collections
subscribed by major libraries. INF1I8NET has set up six such document delivery centres to meet the
requirements from all the corners of the country to provide the document supply at individuals desk.
The copy the database of journals subscribed by these libraries is available at all the university libraries
and also available on the INF1I8NET web site at www.INF1I8NET.ac.in. One can access the· title and send
the request to INFlIBNET or to the participating libraries given below,. for photocopy of the full text of
article at a nominal cost.
Contact at the following universities for the document delivery service:
1. Sh. B N Singh, Banaras Hindu University, Fax: 0542-2316579

Email : c1bhu@satyam.net.in.c1bhu@bhu.ac.in unilib@banaras@ernet.in

2. Dr. E Rama Reddy, University of Hyderabad, TeleFax: 040-23010318
Email : dds@uohyd.ernet.in.errlib@uohyd.ernet.in

3. Prof. P Venkatram, Indian Institute of Science, Fax: 080-23601653
Email : dds@library.iisc.ernet.in, uma@library.iisc.ernet.in

4. Dr. Krishan Gopal, jawaharlal Nehru University. Fax: 011-26169692 / 26165886
Email : krishan_gopal@yahoo.com.dds@rnail.jnu.ac.in

5. Dr. A R Sethi, Panjab University, Fax: 0172-534580
Email : libnsethi@pu.ac.in

6. Dr. M M Koganurmath, Tata Inst. of Social Sciences, Fax: 022-25562912
Email: muttayya@bom3.vsnl.net.in

For more details, contact INFLIBNET Office at the following address:

Dr. T A V Murthy, Director, INFUBNUCentre, UCc, P B No. 4776, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380009. Phone: 079-6305977,
6308528, Fax: 079-6300990, 6307876, emai/: tav@INFUBNaac.in
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Participants of IRTPLA held at jai Narayan Vyas University
with Dr R K Dave (Librarian & Coordinator), Shri H C
Hosmanai and Shri Suresh Panwar (INFUBNET).

Dr Achyut Shankar SNair (Direct00 COlT) inaugurating
AICTE/!STE STTP held at T K M College of Engineering
Kollam. (From L to R) Prof A Premlet (Coordinator), Shri j K
Vijayakumar (INFUBNEn Dr M C Philipose (Principal) and
Shri TA Abdul Azeez (LIbrarian) are also seen.

Director and Staff of /NFL/8NET

~ Q/Vew 8!/eaAt-2003

Tutorials on "Implementing LAN" & "Creation of Digital Collection" by Experts in the field.
Invited Key-Note Address & Theme Papers by Experts - Technical Sessions -
Exhibitions - Delegates from India and abroad - Cultural Programmes etc.
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